
 

From the Office 
 

Happy New Year! We hope that everyone had a 
safe and restful holiday. 
 

The new year is a great time to identify new goals. 
Talk to your child about his/her goals. With support 
from home and school chances of success in 
achieving these goals increase. There are also 
other ways to get involved in your child’s education 
like reading with your child every night and/or 
joining the School Council. By getting involved you 
show that education is important.  
 

February also brings the end of Term 1 and report 
cards. Teachers will be finishing up assessments 
and finalizing marks over the next few weeks so 
attendance is very important.   
 

May you have a new year that is filled with good 
health, laughter and hope.  As always, if you have 
any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
 
 

Mrs. MacKinnon and Ms. Bridgeman 
 

 
December Highlights 
 

Trapping 

Mr. Wiersema’s grade 6/7 class had the wonderful 
opportunity to participate in land-based learning with 
Mr. Don Jones and Mrs. Nancy Jones. Students 
learned about species that are trapped locally 
(mink, martin, otter, beaver) and how to trap in a 
way that respects the land and the animals. They 
also assembled martin boxes and set traps along a 
trail. 
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Christmas Crafts & Souper Solstice  
 

Staff and students concluded the 2021 school year 
with our Souper Solstice celebration. Within 
classroom cohorts, students decorated gingerbread 
trees and made a tree ornament. The whole school 
enjoyed some delicious homemade soup. A special 
thank you to Ms. Libiak and staff for helping prepare 
the soup.  
 

Students also worked very hard to make a special 
Christmas gift for a loved one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022-2023 School Year Calendar  

The voting for which 2022-2023 School Year 
Calendar will be coming out on January 10th, 2022  
please visit the RRDSB website to vote and watch 
our Facebook page for a link.  
 

Remote Learning 

As part of the province’s response to the Omicron 
variant, the Government of Ontario announced that 
starting January 5, 2022, students will pivot to 
remote learning until at least January 17, 2022, 
subject to public health trends and operational 
considerations. Please watch our Facebook Page 
for updated information.   

During remote learning, our counselling services will 
be available online. As well, other mental health 
resources for students can be accessed on the 
RRDSB webpage: https://www.rrdsb.com/students/

https://www.rrdsb.com/students/student_mental_health?fbclid=IwAR0846YSMOJVqcofRpMkfUE63GARzipr4g1xCDnMSqOD0bF7rszl5lnEQCA


Family Literacy Day 
 
 

Family Literacy Day takes place every 
year on January 27 to raise awareness 
of reading and engaging in other literacy-
related activities as a family. ABC CANADA Life 
Literacy Foundation and Honda Canada created the 
day in 1999 to encourage families to read and learn 
together.   
 

Literacy is more than books. There are many ways 
to strengthen literacy skills - all it takes is 
practicing for 15 minutes every day. Reading, 
writing, playing a game, following a recipe or even 
singing a song all help prepare children for the 
challenges ahead. Learning can happen at any 
time, any where! 
 

Family Literacy Day 2022 Theme: Learning in the 
Great Outdoors. 
Spending time in nature provides many benefits, not 
just for bodies, but for minds too. This year, get 
outside and exercise both your mind and body 
together as a family. You can make outdoor time fun 
family learning time all while enjoying the wonders 
of Canada’s Great Outdoors!  

Mental Health Memo: Being a Mental Health 
Advocate for your Child 

As a parent, you are the perfect person to advocate 
on your child’s behalf because you will do  
everything in your power to ease your child’s 
struggles and you are the leading expert when it  
comes to your child. 
 

Here are three key strategies: 
• Connect with other parents to learn about the 
strategies and supports they’ve been able to put in 
place for their children and what was most effective 
• Do your homework – learn how the mental health 
system and educational system work and how they 
can support your child and family 
• Keep yourself organized – ensure you can access 

the information you need quickly and easily  
• For more information, click on this link to 

Children’s Mental Health Ontario: https://
www.family.cmho.org/parenting-survival-guide-
part-4-advocating-for-your-child-2/ 

Dates to Remember: 
 

January 26  Bell Let’s Talk Day  
January 27  Family Literacy Day 
January 28  PD Day (No School) 
February 15 School Council Meeting 
February 16 Report Cards go home 
February 21 Family Day (No School) 
March 14-18 March Break 

 

Forest of Reading 
 

We are excited to inform you that our school is 
registered in the FOREST of READING - a highly 
popular recreational reading program for students 
from Kindergarten to Grade 8.  Reading is always a 
high profile activity at our school but this voluntary 
reading program is something extra special.  
  

This is how the program works. Readers read the 
ten Canadian titles on the list, and then vote for their 
favourite (must read a minimum of 5 to be eligible to 
vote). Voting day is in April. We will participate in 
selecting the winner of the Blue Spruce Award (K to 
Grade 2), Silver Birch Award (Grade 3 to 6) and the 
Red Maple Award (Grade 7 and 8). Based on voting 
across the province, the best book is announced 
and the author is honoured with an award at the 
Festival of Trees™ in Toronto in May. 
 

Your child is encouraged to participate. To qualify to 
vote in April at least five of the ten nominated 
books on the shortlists must be read. In order to 
complete as many books as possible, students are 
encouraged to read at school, as well as at home.  

 

Students must have their reading confirmed and 
registered by their teacher or one of the other 
Forest® volunteers in our school.   
 

http://forestofreading.com 

Bell Let’s Talk Day 
January 26th is Bell Let’s Talk Day! The current 
COVID-19 situation can have an impact on many 
peoples mental health. Practicing physical 
distancing makes it even more important that we 
make an extra effort to remain emotionally 
connected. Finding ways to stay connected with 
friends, family and loved ones will support good 
mental health and well-being.  
 
Bell Let’s Talk launched in 2010 with a focus on 
building awareness, acceptance and action in 
mental health.  
 

In 2019, 84% of Canadians now say they are 
comfortable speaking with others about mental 
health, compared to only 42% in 2012. It’s time to 
build on that increased awareness and acceptance 
and put a greater focus on action to create positive 
change in our schools, workplaces, and 
communities.  
 

https://letstalk.bell.ca/en/  
 
 

This publication is available in  
accessible formats upon request. 
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